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What We’ll Cover

✓ Interview basics

✓ Know the goals of your interview

✓ What will my interviewer ask me?

✓ What questions should I ask my interviewer?

✓ How can I be memorable?



Interview Basics

How much does

it count?
Most college interviews are 

information, as opposed to 

evaluative.  That means 

your interview won’t play a 
large role in your 

application process.

REQUESTING AN 

INTERVIEW
Some colleges do not

allow you to request an

interview, they just 

assign you to an 

interviewer who will 

reach out.  Check on the 

admission page of each 

college to see what they 

offer.  Most interviews 

are virtual these days!

What should I wear?
Dress in comfortable 

clothes. “Business casual” 
is fine; you don’t need to 

get super-dressed up.  

Modest jewelry but 

nothing large.

Should I send my 

resume in advance?
You can send a resume or 

your transcript in advance, 

but it’s not required. 



Interview Goals

YOUR GOALS

> Show genuine 

interest

> Show you’ve done

your research

> Give them more info 

than they can get 

from your app

BE LIKEABLE

THEIR GOAL

The interview is a two-

way street!  You get

more info about them

and they from you.

BE PREPARED

Think IN ADVANCE of 

2-3 special things you 

want your interviewer 

to remember about 

you.
BUT REALLY:

BE LIKEABLE!



What Will My Interviewer Ask?
o Questions about your academic interests

o Questions about your extra-curricular activities (and how these 

might relate to activities you may want to do in college)

o Questions about your plans for future study

o Questions about what you’re looking for in your college experience
o What you’ll contribute to their campus community

o They may ask where else you are applying to college (they aren’t 
allowed to ask you what your “top choice” is)

o Finally, they will ask you if you have any questions (more on this in 

a moment!)



Tough Interview Questions

➢ What’s one of your weaknesses?

➢ What would you change about your high school experience?

➢ What challenges have you overcome?

➢ Do you have any questions for me?

➢ Anything else you want to add about yourself?

➢ Have you ever had a conversation with someone you disagreed 

with?  How did you deal with that situation?

➢ What’s your hardest/least favorite class in school?

➢ How do you handle frustrating situations?  Give me an example.



How Can I Be Memorable?
When asked about your academic interests, don’t just give class titles (“I 
liked biology.”) Talk about WHY you were interested in the subjects you 
liked most (“I really loved learning about the genetic code, because I have a 
twin sister and we look nothing alike!”). Talk about your academic work 

outside the classroom and/or beyond what’s offered at your school.

BE

SPECIFIC!

GIVE

METRICS!

When asked about your extra-curricular activities, don’t just list your 
resume.  Pick one or two and talk about your involvement, and your 

leadership, if appropriate. (“I was involved with the Red Cross club for 
three years, and we tripled the number of students who donated blood 

during the year I was Treasurer.”)  Talk about WHY you were passionate 

and how you’ve made a difference.

When asked about what you’re looking for in your college experience, 
show that you’ve done your research. Give details to help them 
understand your desire and how you would contribute to their 

community. (“I want to intern with an international agency, and I know

that Lehigh has a strong internship program with the U.N.”)

SHOW

YOUR FIT!



What 
Questions 
Should I 

Ask?

Show you’ve done your research.
DON’T ask simple questions whose answers can be found 
on the college’s website. Ask about specific details related 
to the major or activity you’re most interested in. You 
need to go past the college’s or even the department’s 
home page to get to the important stuff.

Get personal.

Ask your interviewer about HIS/HER experience.  S/HE 

would LOVE to talk about it!  Ask how being a student and 

an alumnus of this college has impacted your interviewer’s 
personal and/or professional life. 

Ask to stay in touch.

Tell your interviewer that you’d like to follow up with 
them after you learn your admission decision.  You want 

this person to be your advocate – and if you attend this 

school, they may be your first alumni professional 

connection!



Good Questions For You To Ask

➢ What’s your favorite thing about this college/university?
➢ What one thing would you change about the experience you had as a student?

➢ If you were President of the college, what would you change and why?

➢ Why did you choose to work here? (if non-alumni admission counselor)

➢ What kind of students succeed at this college?

➢ Do students work on faculty research projects?

➢ What opportunities will I have for growth and leadership?

➢ Do you know anyone who transferred out, and why?

➢ What do students do on the weekends?

➢ What’s the social life like? (if appropriate, Will I be comfortable if I don’t drink/party?)



Be Likeable!
In the end, your interview could have a large impact on your chance of 

admission – or a very tiny one, depending on how much importance the 

college places on them.

Your interviewer will probably send a short write-up about your meeting,

which will be included in your admission file.

What does every interviewer want for his/her college?  Students who are

likeable and who will contribute to their campus community.

The best ways to be likeable are:

✓ Show genuine interest

✓ Smile

✓ Address the interviewer by name

✓ Listen and ask real questions

✓ Find the interviewer’s interests
✓ Show your appreciation by following up with a note



Magellan College Counseling
o Founded in 2011

o We’re an independent company with educational consultants  based across 
the country

o We work with clients both in person and remotely by video

o Our team has visited 400+ colleges in the past ten years 

o Our counselors attend and present at regional & national 

professional college advising conferences

o We focus on COLLEGE FIT

o Our counselors all have a Certificate in College Counseling, 

are active in professional organizations, visit colleges 

regularly and follow ethical guidelines

o See our “College Acceptances” page for the amazing list 

of colleges to which our clients have been admitted.

o Check out our college writeups and photos on our 

website!

https://magellancounseling.com/college-acceptances/
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